May 13, 2026
Centro Celebrates Completion of Modernized CNG Fueling Station in Syracuse
Syracuse, NY — The Central New York Regional Transportation Authority (Centro) today officially unveiled its newly renovated Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) fueling station at Centro’s Syracuse operations and maintenance facility, marking a major investment in sustainable public transportation infrastructure and long-term operational reliability.
The ribbon cutting ceremony brought together representatives from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), local and state officials, project partners, contractors, and Centro leadership to celebrate the completion of the multi-million-dollar modernization project.
Originally installed in 1997, the facility’s existing fueling infrastructure had exceeded its useful life, resulting in increased maintenance demands and reduced operational reliability. The completed rehabilitation project replaces and upgrades aging systems to support the continued safe and efficient operation of Centro’s CNG bus fleet.

The project included:
· Replacement and upgrades to CNG compressors and mechanical systems
· Installation of upgraded fueling dispensers and control systems
· Electrical system upgrades, including power distribution and controls
· Ventilation and mechanical improvements supporting fueling operations
· Installation of modern safety systems, including gas detection, alarms, and emergency shutdown systems
· Associated site work and facility modifications
The station enhancements ensure a more reliable experience for our community while positioning Centro to continue advancing its long-term sustainability goals.

“This project reflects Centro’s long-standing commitment to safe, reliable, and sustainable public transportation,” said Christopher Tuff, Centro Chief Executive Officer. “By modernizing this critical infrastructure, we are ensuring our fleet can continue operating efficiently while positioning Centro to meet the evolving transportation needs of Central New York for years to come.”
“Investments like this are essential to maintaining a strong and dependable public transit system,” said Nicholas Laino, Chairman of Centro’s Board of Members. “This project demonstrates the value of long-term planning, strong partnerships, and continued investment in infrastructure that supports our riders, our workforce, and our community.”
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“Building cleaner, more reliable transportation systems is critical to connect communities, boost our economy, and improve quality of life in New York,” said Senator Kirsten Gillibrand. “These improvements will modernize bus fleets, strengthen service for riders, and help reduce emissions across the state. I’m proud to have helped secure federal funding for Centro’s modernized CNG fueling station, and I’ll keep fighting to make sure our transit agencies have the resources they need to serve New Yorkers safely and sustainably.”

Representative John W. Mannion (NY-22) said, “Strong public transit is essential to a growing Central New York - connecting people to work, school, health care, and their community. I’ll continue supporting CENTRO and the federal investments needed to modernize critical infrastructure, strengthen reliability, and keep buses running safely and efficiently. I commend CENTRO’s leadership for completing this important project and helping move the region toward a cleaner, stronger, and even more dependable transit system.”
“I am pleased to support Centro in the launch of its new CNG fueling station,” said Assemblyman William Magnarelli, D-129. “This investment represents a meaningful step toward a cleaner, more efficient transit system for Central New York, strengthening our commitment to sustainability and reliable public transportation for our community.”

State Department of Transportation Commissioner Marie Therese Dominguez said, “New York State, under Governor Hochul’s leadership, is fully committed to sustainable transportation investments that provide reliable transportation services to New Yorkers. That is why the New York State Department of Transportation is proud to work with Centro on this newly renovated CNG refueling station which will help sustain transit operations in Central New York for decades to come – all part of a larger transportation vision taking shape across Syracuse, particularly with the transformation currently underway with the I-81 Viaduct Project – demonstrating our dedication to connecting and revitalizing communities.”
The total project investment was approximately $7.6 million and was funded through a combination of federal, state, and local funding sources.

Federal funding support included Federal Transit Administration Sections 5307 and 5339 formula funds totaling approximately $3.22 million, including associated state and local matching funds. Additional support came through New York State transportation funding programs totaling approximately $4.39 million.
Centro has operated CNG-powered buses since 1992 and has long been recognized as an early adopter of cleaner transit technologies in Central New York. The completion of this project continues that legacy by ensuring the Authority can maintain safe, reliable, and environmentally responsible transit operations for years to come.

Funding Summary

Federal 5307 / 5339 Funds (including state and local funds) – 42% of project total
· NY-2017-042 — $1,222,602
· NY-2024-030 — $2,000,000
Total Federal Funding: $3,222,602
State Funding – 58% of project total
· K007200, TC-15-CNY-00 — $1,367,391
· K007200, TC-16-CNY-00 — $1,632,609
· K007389, ATC-21-CNY-00 — $1,390,164
Total State Funding: $4,390,164
Total Project Cost: $7,612,766
About Centro
Centro is the public transportation provider for Central New York, offering bus service that connects residents to jobs, schools, healthcare, and essential services across the region.
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